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STRONGEST CORRELATION

UNEMPLOYMENT

03.

05.

04.

POPULATION

Percentage  
of U.S.  
population 
measured

U.S. COUNTIES

Number  
of scores

WHERE SCORES COME FROM

01.

99%

3034

DISCONNECTED YOUTH

Number of young adults 
ages 16-24 who are not 
in school or not working

JOB SEARCH

Unemployment rates declined, yet 
poverty rates and inequality increased, 
suggesting many people may have 
given up their job search or have taken 
low-wage jobs that make it difficult to 
support a family.

STATES

Showed there is more 
work to be done, due  
to declining scores or  
no improvement

52%

5.8M

+27 -24

MODEST IMPROVEMENT

02.

In three years, there has been 
modest overall improvement

+2.6%

2011 

49.59
2012 

50.0
2013

50.9

WE MUST DO  
MORE TO INCREASE  
OPPORTUNITY

PERFORMANCE AND TRENDS

2013-2014 
INDEX

The percentage of people living in poverty 
and the number of disconnected youth 
are the two factors that correlate most 
closely with Opportunity Scores. As 
youth disconnection and poverty climb, 
the Opportunity Index tumbles.

COUNTIES

Experienced  
growth in their  
Opportunity  
Grade

STATES

Showed an  
improvement   
(26 states  
and DC)

2  /  

INDEX SCORES OVER THE 
PAST THREE YEARS
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For generations, Americans lived this dream. Millions were able to lift 
themselves out of poverty and climb the ladder of social mobility and 
economic security. 

But today, our American Dream is at risk. Too often it’s your zip code  
that predetermines your destiny.

Commonly used measures to gauge economic well-being include gross 
domestic product and unemployment rates. But these do not provide  
residents, community leaders or elected officials the complete picture  
they need to understand the barriers to opportunity where they live.

 · Do jobs pay family-sustaining wages?
 · Are students graduating from high school on time?
 · Do I have access to healthy food?
 · Is my community safe?

The Opportunity Index measures how available these opportunities are 
in communities across the country. From preschool enrollment to income 
inequality, from volunteerism to access to healthy food, expanding oppor-
tunity depends on the intersection of multiple economic, educational and 
civic factors.

We can’t pick our ethnicity, the family we are born into, or our IQ. But if  
you work hard and play by the rules, your zip code shouldn’t condemn  
you to an inescapable economic fate.

In a free society, some inequality is unavoidable. But inequality without  
the chance for mobility is economically inefficient and unjust. 

At the core of America is a shared 
belief that no matter how humble 
your origins, with hard work and 
perseverance, you can improve  
your prospects in life and give your  
children a shot at a secure and 
productive future. 

3  /  
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HOW YOUR ZIP 
CODE CAN AFFECT 
YOUR DESTINY
We can’t change all the circumstances of John and 
Jane’s lives, and their talents and ambitions also play 
a role in how far they will go in life. But shouldn’t all 
children have access to the high quality educational 
opportunities and safe environments that John enjoys 
simply because of where he grows up?

MAPPING THE POTENTIAL PATH OF TWO YOUNG PEOPLE

BIRTHPLACE

Hillsborough County, FL
Opportunity Grade C

POVERTY

Americans below  
the poverty line

MEDIAN INCOME

Annual, per household
$48,660

BIRTHPLACE

Oakland County, MI
Opportunity Grade B

POVERTY

Americans below  
the poverty line

John and Jane were born on the same day, and their parents held similar 
hopes for their children. John was born in a white-collar community outside 
of Detroit in Oakland County, Michigan, while Jane was born near Tampa in 
Hillsborough County, Florida.

From birth, their prospects sharply diverged. John’s family has a household 
income near the $65,000 Oakland County average, while Jane’s family lives 
on less than $50,000 a year, around Hillsborough County’s average. 

MEDIAN INCOME

Annual, per household
$64,424

JANEJOHN

9.5%

15%
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PRESCHOOL

The rate of  
enrollment

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

spend less than 30% 
of household income 
on housing

SAFETY

violent crime rate, per 
100,000 residents

HIGHSCHOOL

rate for on-time
graduation

DISCONNECTED YOUTH

those not in school  
or working

HIGHER EDUCATION

those who obtain
associate’s degree 
or higher

John’s family spends proportionately less on housing – 30 percent or less of 
their total annual income -- while Jane’s family, like many of their neighbors, 
scrimps to cover housing costs.

Along with more than half of all 3-and 4-year olds in his region, John went  
to preschool, while Jane and more than half of her peers did not.

Fewer people live in poverty where John lives, and his town is safer than  
Jane’s, with 289.1 violent crimes per 100,000 residents compared with 579.6  

in Jane’s town. John has a better chance of graduating from high school than  
Jane does, and a higher probability of earning at least an associate’s degree.

John’s chances in life are significantly better than Jane’s simply because of 
where he was born and lives. His county earned a B on the Opportunity Index  
in 2013, while Jane’s earned a C.

PRESCHOOL

The rate of  
enrollment

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

spend less than 30% 
of household income 
on housing

SAFETY

violent crime rate, per 
100,000 residents

HIGHSCHOOL

rate for on-time
graduation

DISCONNECTED YOUTH

those not in school  
or working

HIGHER EDUCATION

those who obtain
associate’s degree 
or higher

289.1

579.6

58.5%
64.5%

56.5%47.6%

78.4%
10.8%

49.9%

38.2%13.8%69.3%
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OPPORTUNITY INDEX 
STATE RANKINGS

Vermont

Minnesota

North Dakota

New Hampshire

Nebraska

Iowa

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

3

2

4

5

7

/

+1

-1

/

/

+1

The Opportunity Index is a 
composite measure of 16 
factors of opportunity in all 50 
states and Washington, DC, 
and more than 3,000 counties.

STATE 2013 2012 CHANGE

HIGH STATE RANKING

LOW STATE RANKING

Opportunity Scores
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Massachusetts

New Jersey

South Dakota

Wisconsin

Maryland

Kansas

Connecticut

Maine

Virginia

Utah

Colorado

Wyoming

Alaska

New York

Washington
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19
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31

28
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-1

/

+4

-1

/

+2

-3

-2

/

/

/

+4

+2

-1

+4

+1

-3

+2

-7

-2

/

+4

+1

-1

/

-4

+4

/

-2

-1

-1

/

+1

+1

-2

/

+1

+1
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/

-2

/

/
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DC

Pennsylvania

Hawaii

Montana

Illinois

Delaware

Missouri

Rhode Island

Ohio

Idaho

Oregon

California

Indiana

Michigan

Oklahoma

North Carolina

Texas

Kentucky

Florida

Tennessee

South Carolina

Georgia

Arkansas

West Virginia

Arizona

Alabama

Louisiana

New Mexico

Mississippi

Nevada

STATE 2013 2012 CHANGE STATE 2013 2012 CHANGE STATE 2013 2012 CHANGE
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“The American Dream is that dream of a land in which life should be better 
and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according  
to ability or achievement…[it is] a dream of social order in which each  
man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of  
which they are innately capable, and be recognized by others for what 
they are, regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or position.”
James Truslow Adams, “The Epic of America,” 1931
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ECONOMY EDUCATION COMMUNITY
Jobs

Wages

Poverty

Inequality

Assets

Affordable Housing

Internet Access

Civic  
Engagement

Volunteerism

Disconnected 
Youth

Community 
Safety

Access to 
Health Care

Access to 
Healthy Food

Preschool  
Enrollment

On-time  
High School 
Graduation

Postsecondary  
Completion

ECONOMY

EDUCATION

COMMUNITY

OPPORTUNITY INDEX 
MEASURES
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JOBS
Economy

BEST: 

North Dakota
3.5%
WORST: 

Nevada
9.5%
MOST IMPROVED: 

Utah
4.4%

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Ninety-eight percent (98%) of states saw a decrease in their unemployment 
rate. All but one state improved (North Dakota – also the state with the 
lowest unemployment rate).

INTERESTING FACT: 
North Dakota, the state with the lowest unemployment rate at 3.5%,  
actually experienced a slight increase in 2013, but it wasn’t enough to  
topple it from first place.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
More than any other factor, the ability of Americans to get a job that  
pays family-sustaining wages remains the most immediate way to lift  
people out of poverty and embark on the path to social mobility and  
economic stability. Studies show that an increase in the number of  
full-time jobs can increase retail sales.

3.5%
The unemployment  
rate in North Dakota is 
the lowest in the country

Percentage of states 
that saw a decrease in 
unemployment rates

-98%



11  /  

WAGES
Economy

BEST: 

Maryland
$67,863
WORST: 

Mississippi
$35,790
MOST IMPROVED: 

Vermont
$51,162

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Six states saw an increase in median household income while  
45 states saw a decrease in median household income.

INTERESTING FACT: 
Higher incomes in Nevada have failed to improve other indicators, 
demonstrating the importance of looking at opportunity through a 
more nuanced picture.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
Median household income slipped in 2012 to $51,017, down from 
$51,100 in 2011, and remained stubbornly 8.3 percent below where 
it was in 2007 before the Great Recession. For individuals, higher 
wages allow Americans to afford goods and services necessary to 
advance, including better educational, social and health resources. 
For the larger community, higher wages spur consumer spending 
which in turn provides 70% of the gross domestic product (GDP) of 
the United States.  

-8.3% +6
The percentage that 
median household  
income slipped in 2012

The number of states 
which saw an increase 
in median household 
income
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POVERTY
Economy

BEST: 

New Hampshire
8.8%
WORST: 

Mississippi
22.6%
MOST IMPROVED: 

Vermont
11.5%

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Forty-nine (49) states saw an increase in the percentage of their 
population living below the federal poverty line; two saw a decrease.

INTERESTING FACT: 
The percentage of Americans below the poverty line increased  
by almost 12 percent of the 2011 value, from 14.3 percent to  
15.9 percent.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
Poverty’s cyclical nature makes it both a cause and effect of many 
other indicators, such as affordable housing or access to health care. 
Poverty and the number of young people who are not in school or 
not working have the highest correlation with a region’s Opportunity 
Scores. An estimated 46.5 million Americans live in poverty. For a 
family of three, this is defined by federal guidelines as an annual  
income of $19,530; for a family of four, $23,550. Poverty rates  
correlate with dropping out of school, health issues and family stress.

+12%
The percentage of 
Americans living below 
the poverty line increased 
by almost 12 percent of 
its 2011 value, from 14.3 
percent to 15.9 percent

$23,550  
family of four annual income, 
poverty level guideline rating

$19,530 
family of three annual income, 
poverty level guideline rating



13  /  

INEQUALITY
Economy

BEST: 

Alaska
3.83*
WORST: 

District of 
Columbia
6.61*
MOST IMPROVED: 

Alaska
3.83*

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Income inequality, measured as the ratio of household income of the 
80th percentile to that of the 20th percentile, increased in 39 states;  
11 states showed no change; and one saw a decrease in income 
inequality – Washington D.C.

INTERESTING FACT: 
New York County, New York, has the worst inequality score for coun-
ties, meaning the wealthier 80 percent of households have incomes  
8.5 times higher than the poorest 20 percent. The U.S. county average 
is a ratio of 4.94.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
Unfortunately, income inequality in the U.S. is rising, with the middle 
and working classes being squeezed, while income growth for highest 
earners has soared. Since 1967, middle class Americans have seen 
their earnings rise 19%, while those in the top 5% have experienced  
a 67% gain. Research also suggests that it has become much harder 
for children born into the bottom income quintile to advance up the 
income ladder.   

-1
The number of  
states that saw  
a decrease in  
income inequality

In the past 45 years, 
middle class Americans 
have seen their earnings 
rise 19 percent

+19%

*per 80/20 ratio
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ASSETS
Economy

BEST: 

North Dakota
7.9*
WORST: 

California
2.75*
MOST IMPROVED: 

Maryland
4.07*

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Two states saw an increase in their access to banking institutions  
while eight saw no change and 41 saw a decrease.

INTERESTING FACT: 
The number of banking institutions per 10,000 residents declined 
in 41 states. Some banking officials say that is because more 
customers are migrating to on-line banking, diminishing the need 
for brick-and-mortar storefronts.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
ATMs and banks are so common in some places that it’s difficult 
to imagine life without them. These institutions are necessary for 
most financial transactions, including paying bills or applying for 
loans. Lack of banks in a community may signal a pervasive lack 
of resources and wealth.

+2
The number of states  
that saw an increase  
in access to banks

*per 10,000 residents

Banking institutions per  
10,000 residents declined  
in 41 states

DECLINES

NO CHANGE10

41
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AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING

Economy
BEST: 

North Dakota
75.7%
WORST: 

California
52%
MOST IMPROVED: 

Delaware
6.51%

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Sixteen (16) states saw a positive increase in the percent of 
households spending 30 percent or less of their income on housing. 
Thirty-one (31) states lost ground, meaning fewer people were able  
to live in affordable housing and had to spend more than 30 percent  
of their income on shelter.

INTERESTING FACT: 
Sixty-two (62) percent of Americans live in affordable housing (spend 
less than 30 percent of household income on housing).

WHY IT MATTERS: 
Compared to families paying affordable shares of their income for 
housing, low-income families spend more than half of their incomes  
on housing. This means they spend a third less on food, half as much 
on pensions and retirement, half as much on clothes and, perhaps 
most critically, three-quarters less on healthcare.

30%
The amount of income 
(or less) that people 
should spend on housing

31 STATES 
Lost affordable  
housing last year

-61%
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INTERNET 
ACCESS

Economy
BEST: 

New Jersey
79.8%
WORST: 

Mississippi
48.5%
MOST IMPROVED: 

South Dakota
65.6%

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Access to high-speed Internet was the only indicator in 2013 that improved 
in all 50 states and Washington DC when calculating Opportunity Scores.

INTERESTING FACT: 
South Dakota improved the most in Internet access. The South Dakota 
Broadband Initiative received federal funds to expand access in schools 
and libraries and is working with companies to provide access to  
discounted Internet services to low-income residents.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
High speed Internet can greatly improve economic outcomes,  
specifically by decreasing the unemployment rate as people gain access  
to jobs. According to the FCC, roughly 6% of the U.S. population live in  
rural and tribal areas where high-speed Internet is unavailable. In addition, 
the heavy price tag placed on high-speed Internet contracts means that 
many low-income Americans simply cannot afford it.

The number of Americans 
in rural areas who still lack 
internet access

Internet access expanded 
in all 50 states and  
Washington, DC

19 100%

MILLION



17  /  

PRESCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT

Education
BEST: 

District of 
Columbia
69.1%
WORST: 

Nevada
31.9%
MOST IMPROVED: 

West Virginia
37.2%REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 

Twenty-two (22) states saw an increase in the rate of 3- and 4-year olds 
enrolled in pre-kindergarten; 29 saw a decrease.

INTERESTING FACT: 
Though DC has a relatively small population of 630,000 residents, there 
were notable improvements in access to opportunity in Washington, DC, 
including a 3.2% expansion in preschool attendance because of a new 
universal program. Other improvements, in inequality, wages and the 
number of residents with at least an associate’s degree led to DC earning 
“Most Improved” overall on the Opportunity Index. 

WHY IT MATTERS: 
Children who receive high-quality early childhood education are less likely 
to repeat a grade, to require special education, to drop out of school or to 
commit a crime.

States with increased  
percent of pre-school 
enrollment

The number of states that 
saw a decrease, in part 
due to funding cuts to 
early childhood education 
programs

-56%

+43%
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ON-TIME 
HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION

Education
BEST: 

Vermont
91.4%
WORST: 

Nevada
57.8%
MOST IMPROVED: 

California
78.2%

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Forty-one (41) states increased their 4-year HS graduation rate.

INTERESTING FACT: 
Connecticut (ranked 13th overall) fell 10 spots on the Index between 2011- 
2013, in part because its on-time high school graduation rate dropped from 
82.2% to 75.1%. This was a result of the state adopting a new method of 
calculating the graduation rate last year, and not necessarily a reflection of 
poorer student outcomes.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
The average American without a high school diploma makes 27% less in 
annual income than the average high school graduate; 75% of state prison 
inmates and 59% of federal inmates never finished high school. Adults without 
a high school diploma are also more likely to require public assistance and 
studies show that they are less likely to vote or participate in civic activities.

+80%
States with increased  
on-time high school 
graduation

Nearly forty percent more 
students graduate high 
school on time in Falls 
Church County, VA as 
compared to Lowndes 
County, AL

Falls  
Church

Lowndes  

County
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POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION

Education
BEST: 

District of 
Columbia
55.3%
WORST: 

West Virginia
24.9%
MOST IMPROVED: 

West Virginia
24.9%REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 

Forty-seven (47) states showed improvement in the number of adults 
aged 25 years or older who had earned at least an associate’s degree.

INTERESTING FACT: 
By 2020, two-thirds of all U.S. jobs will require some form of post-
secondary degree or credential.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
During the Great Recession, college graduates faced a combined 
unemployment/underemployment rate of 10 percent. By contrast, those 
with only a high school education were unemployed or underemployed 
at twice that rate.

+47
The number of states 
which showed improve-
ment in the number of 
adults aged 25 years or 
older who had earned 
at least an associate’s 
degree

The number of US  
jobs that required /  
will require an  
associate’s degree

1973: 28% 2020: 65%



20  /  

CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT

Community
BEST: 

Utah
48.5%
WORST: 

Nevada
28.1%
MOST IMPROVED: 

Nevada
28.1%

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Thirty (30) states saw an increase in the rate of adult group membership.

INTERESTING FACT: 
Nearly 50% of all Utah’s residents over the age of 18 are involved with  
a social, civic, sport or religious group.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
Group membership can strengthen an individual’s feeling of attachment  
to a community, making it more likely that the individual will invest, spend, 
and hire locally. Some studies reveal a strong correlation between high  
group membership and lower unemployment. Other research suggests  
a link between group membership and economic growth. 

+58%
Percentage of states 
which saw an  
increase in adult  
group membership

Studies show a strong  
correlation between  
group membership and 
economic growth
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VOLUNTEERISM
Community

BEST: 

Utah
44.6%
WORST: 

Louisiana
18.5%
MOST IMPROVED: 

Alaska
35.4%

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Twenty-two (22) states saw an increase in the percent of adults aged 18 
and older who volunteer; 29 decreased.

INTERESTING FACT: 
Vermont, ranked #1 overall, particularly stands out in measures of civic life 
and community health. Its state score of 77.88 out of 100 is almost a full 
eight points ahead of its nearest competitor in this dimension – Minnesota.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
Nationwide, it is estimated that volunteers contribute more than $150 
billion worth of services annually, growing local economies and reducing 
the burden on government spending and services. Volunteering allows 
community members to identify and solve community problems, and has 
been linked to significant reductions in crime. 

$150
The amount volunteers 
contribute to the economy 
annually

The amount of states 
which saw an increase  
in the percent of adults 
who volunteer

+43%

BILLION
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DISCONNECTED 
YOUTH

Community
BEST: 

Vermont
8.6%
WORST: 

Mississippi
19.7%
MOST IMPROVED: 

South Dakota
9%

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Twenty-two (22) states saw a decrease in the percentage of youth ages 
16-24 who are not in school or not working, often called “disconnected 
youth.” Two (2) saw no change and 27 experienced an increase in the 
number of disconnected youth.

INTERESTING FACT: 
Youth disconnection cost taxpayers $93.7 billion in government support 
and lost tax revenue in 2011.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
There are 5.8 million disconnected youth ages 16-24 nationwide. As 
youth disconnection and poverty climb, Opportunity Scores tumble.

5.8
The number of young 
people who are not in 
school nor working  
in the United States

The number of disconnected 
youth in a community is one 
of the strongest correlations 
to the amount of opportunity

MILLION
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COMMUNITY 
SAFETY

Community
BEST: 

Maine
123.2*
WORST: 

District of 
Columbia
1202.1*
MOST IMPROVED: 

Nevada
562.1*REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 

Forty-four (44) states saw a decrease in violent crime rate per 100,000 
population.

INTERESTING FACT: 
Nevada saw a nearly 15% drop in its violent crime rate from 2012-2013.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
Studies show that crime in a neighborhood causes fear, stress and poor 
mental health. Children who witness or experience community violence 
may display, among other symptoms, anxiety, depression, disruptive and 
aggressive behavior, substance abuse, school disengagement and  
academic failure. Fear of crime limits individuals’ mobility, physical 
activity and inhibits social interactions in violent neighborhoods. 

-15%
Percentage of violent 
crime rate that decreased 
in Nevada from 2013-2013

The percentage of states 
which saw a decrease 
in violent crime rate per 
100,000 population

-86%

*per 100,000 population
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ACCESS TO 
HEALTH CARE

Community
BEST: 

District of 
Columbia
230.1*
WORST: 

Mississippi
86.6*

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
One in five Americans live in areas where they do not have adequate 
access to primary health care per 100,000 population.

INTERESTING FACT: 
Charlottesville City, Virginia scores highest, while Robertson, Texas 
scores the lowest.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
People in poor health are less able to care for their families, participate 
in their communities, or create and seize opportunities. 

The amount volunteers 
contribute to the economy 
annually

20%
Americans who do not 
have adequate access  
to primary health care 
providers

*per 100,000  
  population

$150
BILLION
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ACCESS TO 
HEALTHY FOOD

Community
BEST: 

New York
5.2
WORST: 

Nevada 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Texas 
Utah
1.3
MOST IMPROVED: 

New York
5.2

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 
Only five (5) states saw an increase in access to healthy food per 
10,000 residents; 24 had no change; 22 decreased.

INTERESTING FACT: 
For many communities, fast food and convenience stores are their  
only option. The Index measures whether there are produce stands, 
supermarkets and grocery stores with healthy food options.

WHY IT MATTERS: 
Limited access to healthy food choices leads to higher levels of obesity 
and other diet-related diseases, which restrict economic and social 
opportunities. One recent study found that participants with no super-
markets near their homes were 25 to 46 percent less likely to have a 
healthy diet than those living near the most stores. 

+5
Number of states that 
saw an increase in  
access to healthy food 
per 10,000 residents

25-45% 
Percent less likely to 
have a healthy diet  
than those living near 
the most stores
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BUILDING AN OPPORTUNITY ECONOMY IN WASHINGTON 

The Washington State Budget and Policy Center’s report 
“In Pursuit of Prosperity: Eight Strategies to Rebuild 
Washington State’s Economy” cites the Opportunity Index 
and highlights the Opportunity Scores of Washington’s 
counties. The report outlines goals and strategies to 
increase economic mobility and opportunity. 

Proposals include:
 · Providing a high-quality education to all students
 · Protecting public health 
 · Reprioritizing state spending to build thriving  
communities

 

UNITING IOWA COMMUNITY GROUPS AROUND  
A COMMON GOAL

Opportunity Iowa is a statewide coalition led by Rob  
Denson, President of Des Moines Area Community  
College and Barry Griswell, the former CEO of the  
Community Foundation of Des Moines. 

The Iowa coalition has used the Index to:
 · Raise public awareness about the need to expand  
opportunity 

 · Rally over 200 community and education groups  
to work toward improving county Index Scores

 · Influence key political leaders
 · Launch a worker-training program with a top local  
employer connecting people with good jobs that provide 
family-sustaining wages

 

The Opportunity 
Index in Action.

FOCUSING ON EDUCATION AND CAREERS FOR  
YOUNG ADULTS IN ARKANSAS

Opportunity Leader Linda Nelson, executive director of 
Ouachita-Calhoun County Literacy Council, launched an 
initiative focused on education and career pathways for  
16-24 year olds, a critical indicator in the Opportunity Index. 
The initiative started with a summer workshop series for 
out-of-work and out-of-school youth that connected them to 
local resources and partners. Today a diverse group of part-
ners – Arkansas Workforce of Ouachita, SAU Tech, Chamber 
of Commerce, South Arkansas Youth Service, Americorps 
Alums, and Camden Headstart – is collaborating to increase 
Opportunity Scores in Ouachita County.

ENGAGING COMMUNITY LEADERS FOR  
OPPORTUNITY IN MASSACHUSETTS

Using the Opportunity Index, Opportunity Leader Melissa 
Horr pulled together a group of 60 community leaders 
from the city of Quincy, Massachusetts and the surround-
ing area south of Boston to discuss strategies to raise 
Quincy’s Opportunity Score. The initial gathering included 
the mayor of Quincy, the president of Quincy Community 
College and the director of the local workforce investment 
board. “Opportunity Quincy” is currently developing a 
cross-sector roadmap to improve their Opportunity Score.

To see other ways the Index is being used across the 
country, visit www.opportunitynation.org
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Twitter: @OppNation 
Facebook:  www.fb.com/opportunitynation
Email:  info@opportunitynation.org

For more information, and to learn how much 
opportunity is in YOUR community, please 
visit www.opportunityindex.org

The Opportunity Index was jointly developed by 
Measure of America and Opportunity Nation
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WWW.OPPORTUNITYINDEX.ORG


